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Adverse criticism of FDOD reporting techniques has been rare and 
generelly not well founded. However, one criticism thet is vorthy of study 
for correction bas again been repeated and call.ed to our attention. 


This involves the old question in reading cur reports: 
"Who's talking?” 


In the past ve have resorted to numerous “mechanical” devices to 
correct vagueness in this respect -- bracketed notes, "comment labels, or 
direct reference tc FDD knovledge of the subject. 


In the course of our development, FDD haa adopted a variety of 
reporting methcds to meet the demands of our consumers in general in order 
to perform efficiently within the limit of our capabilities. Nov appears 
to be the time for another forverd step. 


On suggesticn of a respected critic of our reports, we will now 
attempt reportin; “in a more journalistic style.” To take none of the 
veight from the suggestion, this idea is not new to us -- we have always 
vanted to do it this vay, except that certain conditions prevailed ogninst 
our adoption and development of this style of presentation. In fact, the 
style of some of our reports still mst remmin static. 


To seme of us with more writing experience than others, the "free- 
style” of reporting (vriting) will come easy. To others, it may be difficult 
until the knack Is acquired. It IS NOT difficult. Most of our newspapers 
are written in this fashion. 


First, we mist get the idea that we are reporters. We seek infor- 
mation from our sources. 


Ordinarily reporters follow the fire engines to observe e fire and 
report the story of the fire; cr, attend a court session to cover a legal case 
of public interest; or, laterview the meyor for a story on street Improvement 
plans. The sources for these reporters are the action itself’, the police, the 
firemen, the lawyers, the myor. 


Our sources are foreign-lenguare newspapers and periodicals. We 
scan them for items, orticles, stories which apply to the requirements 
levied against us by the TAC. We develop cur “stories” from those articles 
which contain imortant information. 


THIS DOCUMENT IS 
A SOURCE REFERENCE IN 


C-0-N-F-1-D-B-N~T-I-A-1L A HISTORICAL PAPER 
DO NOT DESTROY 
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Now we turn to vite our report. How do ve go about it? How 
do we start? 


i- We know that we have a story to tell. 2+ We know the out- 
standing facts of thet story. 3- We select the most salient fact of that 
story as our jead. 4 We tell why this is important; why we have selected 
this story. 5- We tell where the story is from; the date of the fact; 
the date of the publication; how mech space our source devoted to this yarn; 
any peculiarities of the source. Then we may expand, we may quote, attribut- 
ing the quotetion properly. 


Be warned, however, that the ebove orderly enumeration of steps 
does net necd to apply to each story you write. There are infinite 
transpositions and veriaticns which you may employ. YOU are telling the 
story. 


Let's report an editovial es our Pirst exemple. We're going to 
really brief this rather lengtiy one: 


Characterizing the 30 Nevember opening of a special session 
of the Virginia General Assembly as ‘of the most enormous and frighten- 
ing significance" for that state's publie schools, The Washington Post 
of 29 Novenber in ita leading half-colum editoriel asked for a public 
fight against the Gray Comission Plan. 


"Fortunately, enough responsible leaders have voiced misgivings 
about tiis undigested scheme to arouse hope that the Legisleture will 
not be stampeded,” stated the Post, and continued by noting the several 
steps required to effect the required constitutional referendum that 
night give time "to arouse the people about the real issue." 


The Post, which is independent politically and usunlly liberal 
in its attitude, claimed the mein issue is no longer segregation vs. 
integration, but thet of saving the public schools. 


Note that ve have named our source, its dete of publication, date 
of the subject action, and the important consideration. We have quoted in full 
a featured statewent, and paraphrased briefly as a bridge to another short 
quote. In conclusion, ve have described the source and furnished a para- 
vhrase of some veirht. 


Perhaps you would rather feeture that fine] statement rether than 
the opening paregraph above: Fine! You've got something there! 


Nov let's take sone other examples, These were selected at random 


from our own "pyess-style" reports of industrial dete, and revritten in whet 
we are calling the "free style”. 


« 2 a" 
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Products of Autoperts Plant 


Plstoas, gears, aud pins ace among the iuportant products of the 
Chen-hsing-~t'ei Autoparts Plant, according to the Peiping Kung-jen 
Jib-peo of G Aprii 1955. The peper gives the address of the plant, 
Which is public-private dolatly operated, as No 130% Yen-an-hei Lu, 
Sharghet . 


Ae ane OA Oy 


The Chianr~hsie, a nov ship designed for inlend waterway pase : 
senger treific, was lavached in Sbhonghei on 9 April 1955, according 
to @ report in the Peiping Runp- jen Jih-pao of 12 April. The shin 
can accomotate over 300 passengers, the paper says, bas the most 
modern comveniences, and is a Great over-all improvement over the 
SS Min-chur:. 


A tetera ae 


it is reported in the Peiping Kungejen Jih-pao of 15 April 1955 
that a new 3h-horsepover vater turbine has been produced for use in 
the Hsdang-hei Miac Autoncwus District. The producing plant, the 
loeel state-opernted Heng-yeag Chien-hsian: Machinery Plant, had 
never made such w turbine before, the paper added, but succecded after 
3 months’ research, mainly in foreign technical publications. 


Note thet the first sentence in each presents the salient fact of 
the story reported in the nowepaper source. The source atiribution has been 
Fitved dn at various locations in the items j end its wording is varied, to 
Sfo.d matoteny. Subsidiary facts can be tagged on or left out et the 
aanyst's Giocretion. Comaents could be inserted if desireable or vheu 
amwnied without the necessity of enclosing then ia brackets. 

This etyle involves taking the individual Pacts from the crijingl 
source and rearranging then in an orier valeulated best to present the 
Lformtion in a cignificant mamer. 

Items on the same cenern) subject can be combined under one heading, 
although conerally this method is not applicable te the reporting of disparats 
“ward facts" informtion. 

Depending on the jovurnelistic quality of the original nevspaper 
atory, thig type of re-reporting of informmtion Given in newspaper sources my 
sWwolve considereble reorgunizetion of information. 


Here’s another exemple from our mteria‘i: 
-3- 
C-O-N-F-I-D-E-NeTxI<A<l, 
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The Bucharest coily newspaper ikunce. of 25 Sctober 1955 eriti- 
clzed Cluj Reguune for its delay in harvesting and sewing. The paper 
noted thet by 17 Catcher the vepiune hed cotpleted only 30.7 percent 
of planned fall soving and 53.8 percent of planned plowing for spring 
sowing, cmd claimed toat Ske delay is cue partly to the assiganent of 
improper sowlny pericds by commmne executive camittees and to the 
shortage of aced, It erlticized the failure to Puifill daily norus, 
end gave as exemples Aiud, Ludus, Bleimtia ; and Nesaud raions, where 
only 30 percent of the scwlog plan hes been completed. 


thiwea elec blamed the vegiune MIS service, which it claimed had 
completed only 46.82 percent of fall plowing and 50.1 percent of soving 
by 20 October. 14 charred thai frequent breakdowns of tractors end lack of 
spare parts alsc ceuse loss of time. ‘The corn is ripe in almst all 
communes in the reyiune, according to the paper, but Aiud Reion has 
harvested only 12.4 percent and Bistrite, Cluj, and Turde reions only 
30 percent of the corn ereps « 


The oxsicle concludes by steting: “The regiune people's council 
knows full well thet this delay is damaging next year's erops, but it 
hes done nothing to mobilize the peasants, to intensify harvesting, 
plowing, and soving. Trade union agents must exercise strict control 
and taxe immediate measures to speed up vork in the fields." ; 


When gotting a story freon a partisan rublication, be sure to write 
it da such a way ag to Leave no doubt in the reader's mind that it is the 
publleation which Js prejudiced, not the FDD reporter. For instance: 


The French “atrocities and cutreges” reported comnitted egeinet 
“ionocent” natives curing the recent wypsenavais in North Africa were 
laid directly at the door of an “unenlightened and evil foreign 
poltey designed in Paris,” according to the 27 November issue OF ‘the: 
strongly ostionalistic and pro-Commnist Egalite. The editors of 
this irregulesiy polished newspaper inwe Trequently been connectod 
by the French Surete with the Istiglal and the Coninform. 


The article, which cbounded in invective, vent on to attack 
aii French etterpts at conciliation in Sorth Africa es “vile end 
hypocritical attenpte by a gready imperialism at blinding the North 
African population to pexmanent enslaveuent » Which will surely be 
the result if North Africa heeds the eizen song from Paris." 


In reporting 4 polittect story frou a newspaper or periodical 3 
beep im sind whether the paper is serely being objective in its coverage or 
whether it has au ace to grind, in other wos, whether it is merely a 
neutm observer or e partisan, 


As em evarsle of reportiat a av unbieced story, reed the 
Po Lh wags 


oe oe 


COW «Ft oD~E-N~T~ fofe 
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$e qu stom duche:- @ «om. Wax ce Agata oT orpela aretoa 
Lied: Uae fe carbed esterday dus. « segc.op © the Arab Tleagu:. execus 


wave beer in Cairo, Beypt, accomling to ine 2) Uoveuber issue of Leypt’s 
leadiag inderemient asi): 7, Gleliierah. The paper cited excerpts of speeches 
by Ibrehinu ash-Rued and Harun ai«Rashid, both of whom strongly urged ~ 
Yurthe» ssaetions, including en extension of the Arab navel blockade 
outside lerael's territorial VLEET > 


Orosaing this view, aeccomin: to uliiszeh, wis Then Damehr, 
prafesaor of history at al-Ashee University in Cairo, who uns qnoted 
as beving urged “taet meesure of uoderation wiki Porbesrance in dealing 
witb the Iurmeli problem whieh is noce sary to preterve ceace in the 
Middle East.” 


And bere igs a good illustration of doubling up an the aane subject 
using more than one souxce: 


two different articles baving the sere: title ‘Ie Socdalism Obsolete?” 
appeared receatly in West German periodicals. One, by Willy Eichler, 
member ox thse Vest German Sociel-Denonetic Party, veo in the July/ 
August iscue of the party mourchly Arbeit und Freiheit published in Bonn. 
Eichler’s article opposed the argument that improved standaris of 
workers ave mde Socialian superfluous, and pointed to certain funda- 
mental tasks uitt which Socialian has to deal, auch es the elininetion 
of all oxrloitation, the seteguarding of individual liberty, and the 
Teising of the workers te a hipher level in the cultural life of society. 


the stcaal article, weliten by Be Frits Wenzel, Yember of the 
ikiwentay, ms published in the 25 Acgust 1955 issue sf the Hanbury 
leMotiring gocialist weekly Die andere Zeitung. Wenzel'’s article 
seseribes in detail the dangers threetening Socialiam from within its 
ranks, auch as opportunian ,digpuiaing itself as Realpolitik), re. 
visionlen snd dogmtisn, recignation, veariness, and the lack of raith. 


Planse note well that ia the caamples above we obviously have 
been reporting in cur ow words but generously attributing the informsstion 
to the sauce. Ve beve quoted ven ue have “Lifted” verbatina for nearly 
verbetia) from the original tect. We have aot found the use ai brackets 
Necessary. 


. Now here is an example or tyo iu which the use of bracketted . 
“Coement,” ia dudionted ag necessary beciise the comment comes from our ow 
uneeterenced mecollection op kno Ledge , 


vruguay’s President, luis Batlle Berres » and Senore de Batlle 
Terres were entertaiaed their fivet evesing in vachineton at a state 
dinner given by Vice-President end His. Nizon io the Hotes, Sheratone 
Garbton, according to the Ueshington Post of 6 December 1955. 


CoO-N~Fo2-D Eafe Ta] fA -L 
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; erates if the Uniied States, the Vice-President is not given 
an official residence, suck as the President's "White Bouse, onl 
Coauemtly must entertain Large official varties in the city's hotels. } 


Here's anothee: 


3 So pope tad ea Ta Se Pegg j _ 
e A eae éreiniog plane cansbed in Maumee Slub Estates, a renote 
ecitentint +, 38 Perl r Bocis- oe : j 
resiian GA Slow of Baltinore, carly today, aceomling to The New York 
id Globe of & Decurber 1955. ae ae 


A NAR Da rs Al RNIN HY he 


ev, fe eye 2 PWRay. ~ ‘ ‘8 pee 5 : 
[Coment; There is no Manor Club Estates suburb of Deltimore shown 


Oh Say MAD 20 recent aes L iovembar 1956. Nevever, there is « well-lenoun 
gubuipb of tuat see atdoconk €. Meehdrnctae oa ate ; : ° 
ump OF Guat soa ol jaceakt to Vechingtou, D.0., LO wiles south of 


sube thas wc doubly ensere thet me casent is labeled. We use 


brackets qual the teorxductory want ‘“Sounenr: 


| Raat @bout dows ib. Ya could ab wttem to mive you & pattern Por 
avery story you rite. We repeat from above: 7 


There are infinite soosibllitiss for or: nj sa rams: terial 
— Ao ai) Panik Lon of your. mv 
whl Lian presentation. — 


Aig commber particularly: 
Rever bo your source of informstton. 


note Ghlreotly frees the x e Cs 
fe MOU Girgeliy Se the sousca vhere opedioney dictates aa ing 
UuOLeCLO: MRP : 7 " 


anh THE CONSUMER KNOW “WhO'S TALEO. 


pe eee 


Uwe MeFi [De Hohn. PA oT 
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